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Prayers of the Presbytery 
Sept. 18  Dows, First – Rev. Shawn Hill 

Sept. 25  Grand Junction, First & Paton, First – Tere Erickson, ERE 

Oct. 2   Grundy Center, First & Reinbeck First – Revs. Mike & Sheryl Campbell 

Oct. 9   Grundy Center, Bethany – Rev. Al Polito 

Oct. 16   Jefferson, First – Rev. Gordon Moen 

Oct. 23   Waterloo, Barclay – Larry Fuson, CRE 

Oct. 30   The Synod of Lakes and Prairies staff 
 

Prayers: - Thelma Hedges, ERE and Chair of Mission and Ministry Board, during her 

Hospitalization.Notes may be sent to Thelma at: 1836 C Ave., Scranton, IA 51462. 
 

 

Presbytery Calendar Dates: 
Sept. 15 9:00 a.m.  Iowa Presbyter Leadership gathering  Ames, Northminster 

10:00 a.m.  Mission & Ministry    Conference Call 

Sept. 18 4:00 p.m.  Macedonia Ministries Holy Land Reunion at Rev. Rich King’s home 

Sept. 19 10:00 a.m.  Macedonian Ministry – East   Waterloo, Unity 

  2:15 p.m.  Vital Ministries Initiative   Conference Call 

Sept. 22 10:00 a.m.  Macedonian Ministry – West   Fort Dodge, First 

Sept. 23    M&M Grant Application Extension deadline 

Sept. 25    150th Anniversary Celebration  State Center, First 

Sept. 27 3:30 p.m.  Stewardship & Finance conference call 

Sept. 28 11:30 a.m.  Retired Pastors & CREs Luncheon Marshalltown, Pizza Ranch 

Sept. 29 5:00 p.m.  Presbytery Council meeting   Ackley, First 

Oct. 4-6    Synod Executive gathering 

Oct. 5-6 9a-5p   Twilight of Idols with Dr. Achtemeier Lakeshore Center 

     [See flyer included on page 5] 
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Thoughts from David Feltman 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

This is a follow up on last week, the pair of articles are to offer encouragement and challenge us in endurance.  

This is from the book LEADERSHIP ON THE LINE by R. A. Heifetz and Marty Linsky, note – a book on 

leadership.  I think I have offered this before but it is worthy of repetition. 

It is the story of a young woman who grew up on an American Indian reservation, where, she reports, everyone 

over 12 drank alcohol.  The young woman eventually became sober and became a leader in working for the 

health of individuals and her community. 

“Twenty years ago I used to baby sit for Lois, who lived in a neighboring band within our tribe.  Once a 

week I’d go the few miles to her community and take care of Lois’ little ones.  But after about two 

months, I started to wonder, ‘What could Lois possibly be doing every Tuesday night?  There’s not 

much to do around here in these villages.’  So one evening after Lois left to go to the meeting lodge, I 

packed up the children and went over to the lodge to find out what she was doing.  We looked through a 

window into the lodge and saw a big circle of chairs, all neatly in place with Lois sitting in a chair all by 

herself.  The chairs in the circle were empty. 

I was really curious, you know, so when Lois came home that evening, I asked her, ‘Lois, what are you 

doing every Tuesday night?’ 

And she said, ‘I thought I told you weeks ago, I’ve been holding AA (Alcoholic Anonymous) meetings.’  

So I asked her back, ‘What do you mean you’re holding meetings?  I went over there tonight with the 

children and looked through the window.  We watched you sitting there in that circle of chairs, all 

alone.’ 

Lois got quiet – ‘I wasn’t alone,’ she said.  ‘I was there with the spirits and the ancestors, and one day 

our people will come.’ 

Lois never gave up. ‘Every week Lois set up those chairs neatly in a circle, and for two hours, she just 

sat there’, Maggie recalled.  No one came to those meetings for a long time, and even after three years, 

there were only a few people in the room.  But ten years later the room was filled with people.  The 

community began turning around.  People began ridding themselves of alcohol.  I felt so inspire by Lois 

that I couldn’t sit still watching us poison ourselves (p. 9,10). 

I picture Presbyterians gathered in the church building at a set time weekly, with a circle of empty chairs, 

praying for God’s new thing.  The pair of articles are to offer encouragement and challenge us in endurance. 

 

With love in Christ, 

David Feltman 

 

 

 

 

Start Planning Now for the  

Annual Presbytery Mission Trip:    

Our Date is set for February 4 through Feb. 11.    

[We are currently working with the PDA for Baton Rouge, Louisiana.] 

Interested?  Contact the Presbytery Office at office@presbynciowa.org  

Include your name & address, contact phone numbers, email, church. 

We will forward registration forms and costs. 
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2017 Planning information:   
 
   Per Capita    Mission   
Presbytery  $19.67    71% 
Synod   $ 5.30       4% 
General Assembly $ 7.50     25%     
   $32.47    100% 
 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
 

 

EXTENSION: September 23rd is the new deadline for Mission & Ministry grant 

application forms into the Presbytery office at the Storm Lake address. 
 

If you are still interested in applying for a Presbytery of North Central Iowa Mission & Ministry grant, the 

completed application forms need to be into the Storm Lake office by Sept. 23rd!.  You will not find the current 

application on our website since the new website is not up at this time and the old one is not being 

updated.  However, all the churches were e-mailed the application in June and again last week with the 

instructions to forward the email and/or forms to the Clerk of Session and Mission Committee.  Please check 

with your church office staff regarding the 2017 application.  

 

_______________________________________________ 
 
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance responds to Louisiana. You can help!!! 

Give – send your gifts marked for Louisiana Flooding through your church  

to the Presbytery office 

Act – watch for ways to help through the Presbytery 2017mission trip. You can  

 also help now by assembling Gift of the Heart cleanup buckets  

(for instruction go to pda.pcusa.org/page/kits).  

Pray – continue to pray for those hurting, healing and helping  in the  

disaster areas. 

 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has already responded by sending 

needed emergency funds to support communities as they clean up and muck 

out. In addition, members of the National Response Team have deployed to 

assess the damage and to begin organizing both immediate and long-term 

responses.  Continue to Give, Act and Pray as the work continues. 
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All Honorably Retired and Spouses 

 

You are invited to a gathering for  

 

Honorably Retired Pastors and  

Retired Commissioned Ruling Elders, 

 

Wednesday, September 28 at 11:30 a.m. 

 

At the Pizza Ranch, 2305 S. Center,  

Marshalltown. (Note: NOT in Ackley) 

 

We hope you will be able to attend  

and connect or reconnect. 

 

Blessings, 

Dave Feltman 
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POAMN, ARMSS co-sponsor 

national event in October 

Unified under a theme inspired by John 13:34-35, "Christian Discipleship: 
People of the Spirit, People of Hope," the Presbyterian Older Adult Ministries 
Network and the Association of Retired Ministers, their Spouses or Survivors 
will co-sponsor a national conference for persons engaged in ministry with 
older adults from Oct. 11-14 in Richmond, Va. Conference participants 
will have a unique opportunity to engage in fellowship, networking, sharing 
resources, interactive and participatory workshops, creative worship, 
recreation, mission tours, entertainment, and an inspiring keynote address 
by the Rev. Dr. John Carroll of Union Presbyterian Seminary of New York 
City. The complete Presbyterian News Service story is at "Joint Conference." 
Other conference details, including registration information, are at "Older Adults." 
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